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old times as we drove along, and I heard much of the war, in
which the Duke had well played his part He had been
devoted to his cousin the Emperor Frederick, and from college
times they had been fast friends. In the present, what most
exercised my kind host was the succession to the Duchy, and
it seemed a relief to him to talk of it unreservedly. This was
limited to heirs-male. There were four sons of the house of
Anhalt, and as the Duke said, he might reasonably have hoped
that one at least of them would have produced a son to be
heir to the Duchy. But two of the sons had daughters only*
whilst the two others were, so far, childless. Of collaterals
there were absolutely none, and the prospect of the Duchy
being gobbled up by their powerful neighbour of Prussia
found no favour with the Duke or his people. Since then, I
am glad to say, there have been born two young Princes to
Prince Edward of Anhalt, so that the people of the Duchy
have now no anxiety regarding the succession. And my kind
friend, I am equally glad to say, lived to see one of these
grandsons appear, and thus had all cause for disquietude re-
moved before his death. At the end of our talk we carne to a
spot in the forest, a clearing, on high ground commanding a
fine view below, with the Brocken in the distance on our right
flank. And here were fourgons and the lacqueys, and here
were spread the tables, on which was served to us a delicious
cold collation, grateful on a very hot evening. And here, too,
we had Mai-trank, which, with my ancient proclivities, I
preferred even to the finest Imperial Tokay. These evening
picnics in such weather were delightful. And equally enjoy-
able was the drive back through the forest in the changing
lights. Everything at Ballenstedt and at Dessau, the capital,
was splendidly done, as the family were enormously rich, and
the Duke had a strong taste for good horses, and the teams,
the outriders, and the turns-out would have satisfied the most
fastidious master of the horse. Amiable, excellent man, his
only trouble at Ballenstedt was having continually to take off
his hat Here he seldom wore uniform, except for some
special reception. When driving out, his hat was of the billy-